
 

The Gloucester Township Police Department's focuses on youth coupled with our community  

partners in many programs are already meeting recommendations of the President’s Task Force 

on 21st Century Policing. Below are items from the recently released Interim Report of the 

President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing. Washington, DC: Office of Community 

Oriented Policing Services. First published March 1, 2015 Revised March 4, 2015. 
 

1.5.3 ACTION ITEM: Law enforcement agencies should create opportunities in schools and communities for 

positive, nonenforcement interactions with police. Agencies should also publicize the beneficial outcomes and 

images of positive, trust-building partnerships and initiatives. 

4.3.3 ACTION ITEM: Communities should look to involve peer support counselors as part of multidisciplinary 

teams when appropriate. Persons who have experienced the same trauma can provide both insight to the first 

responders and immediate support to individuals in crisis.  

4.6.1 ACTION ITEM: Education and criminal justice agencies at all levels of government should work together 

to reform policies and procedures that push children into the juvenile justice system.  

4.6.2 ACTION ITEM: In order to keep youth in school and to keep them from criminal and violent behavior, 

law enforcement agencies should work with schools to encourage the creation of alternatives to student 

suspensions and expulsion through restorative justice, diversion, counseling, and family interventions. 

 4.6.3 ACTION ITEM: Law enforcement agencies should work with schools to encourage the use of alternative 

strategies that involve youth in decision making, such as restorative justice, youth courts, and peer 

interventions.  

4.6.4 ACTION ITEM: Law enforcement agencies should work with schools to adopt an instructional approach 

to discipline that uses interventions or disciplinary consequences to help students develop new behavior 

skills and positive strategies to avoid conflict, redirect energy, and refocus on learning 

4.6.8 ACTION ITEM: Law enforcement agencies and schools should establish memoranda of agreement for the 

placement of School Resource Officers that limit police involvement in student discipline. Such agreements 

could include provisions for special training for School Resource Officers to help them better understand and 

deal with issues involving youth. 

4.7 RECOMMENDATION: Communities need to affirm and recognize the voices of youth in community 

decision making, facilitate youth-led research and problem solving, and develop and fund youth leadership 

training and life skills through positive youth/police collaboration and interactions. 

4.7.1 ACTION ITEM: Communities and law enforcement agencies should restore and build trust between 

youth and police by creating programs and projects for positive, consistent, and persistent interaction 

between youth and police.  

4.7.2 ACTION ITEM: Communities should develop community- and school-based evidence-based programs 

that mitigate punitive and authoritarian solutions to teen problems. 

http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/policingtaskforce 
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